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ST. NICHOLAS HURST PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL
HELD IN ST NICHOLAS CE PRIMARY SCHOOL, HURST
ON TUESDAY 2NP JUNE 2026 AT 7.30 p.m.

PRESENT: Councillors Curry (in the Chair),
Boyd, Eastaugh, Percival and Robinson.

Borough Councillor Conway (in part).
OFFICERS: Mrs. M. Bradshaw (Clerk).

PUBLIC: Five Member of the Pubilic.

Public Forum

There were no questions to be raised in the public forum.

Apologies for absence

Apologies were received from Councillors Ewart, Kendall and Smith.

Declarations of Interest

There were none to declare.

Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on the 121" May 2026 were approved.

Matters arising
The following matters were noted:

Councillor Percival had met with two Officers from Wokingham Borough Council’s
(WBC) Community Engagement Team. They have offered to provide literature for
the Hurst Show. Councillor Percival will be compiling her own Community
Resilience box for demonstration purposes.
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Vacancies on the Parish Council

A vacancy remains covering Ashridge Ward. The Clerk to produce a flyer for both
the Hurst Show and for doorstop delivery in Ashridge Ward.

Borough Councillor Update

The Chair welcomed Borough Councillor Conway to the meeting. She expressed
to him the Parish Council’s disappointment and concern regarding the ongoing
additional documentation which keeps appearing in respect of Land at School
Road and Orchard Road (application 253074). Borough Councillor Conway
agreed to speak to the Planning Officer the following day and report back.

Borough Councillor Conway reported that the inspection process in respect of the
Local Plan Update (LPU) was continuing. Inspectors are now considering policies
which Borough Councillor Conway believes the Council are in a strong position to
defend if required. The LPU process has been extremely protracted having been
submitted in February 2025.

With regards to the next plan, Councillor Conway expressed concerns with
regards to constraints on land availability in this area, materials and labour. He
felt sure that the target would not be met. Borough Councillor Conway reported
that additional funds have been given to increase WBC’s planning capacity.
However, he fears even greater challenges with the next plan.

Borough Councillor Conway left the meeting at 8pm.

Planning Applications

Members discussed the applications attached to these Minutes. It was agreed
that Members had no adverse comments with regards to application 260966.
They had no comment relating to application 261084. They objected to
application 260944.

RESOLVED: the Clerk to communicate the Parish Council’s planning comments
to WBC.
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Finance

The following accounts were presented for approval this month:

Jun-26
Neighbourhood Lodge Rd
Main Fund CIL* Planning Appeal Total
Previous Balance £ 79357.85 211161.66 -5027.62  1442.29 286934.18
The following accounts are presented for approval this month:
Ref Expenditure - Payee
3.1 Lyreco (stationery) 36.25
3.2 SCS (monthly grounds maintenance) 945.75
3.3 St Nicholas CE Primary School (hall hire) 25.00
3.4 Yu Energy (School Rd) 7.72
3.5 BDK Solutions (domain management 1/1/26-31/12/26) 66.00
3.6 5G (phone) 57.06
3.7 Yu Energy (phone box) 5.36
3.8 P Curry (expenses) 1.90
3.9 C Connell (internal audit) 200.00
3.10 P Palmer (work at Davis Street Playpark) 40.00
3.11 M Bradshaw Salary 1974.55
(Income Tax) -162.20
(National Insurance) -74.12
(Pension) -114.52
Office 40.00 1663.71
3.12 LGPS (Employee pension £114.52 + Employer pension £477.84) 592.36
3.13 HMRC (Employee's Income Tax £162.20 + Employee's NI £74.12 +Employer's NI £233.63) 469.95
Total Expenditure 4111.06 0.00 0.00 0.00 4111.06
Income
Dunt Lane rent 80.00
Insurance claim for noticeboard 970.00
Cashback 0.25
Total Income 1050.25 0.00 0.00 0.00  1050.25
Revised balance c/f 76297.04 211161.66 -5027.62  1442.29 283873.37

Annual Governance Statement for 2025/26

The annual governance statement was approved by the Council

and signed by the Chair.

Annual Accounting Statement for 2025/26

The accounting statements were approved by the Council and

signed by the Chair.

The Clerk confirmed that the annual internal audit had been completed.
The only issue of note was that the auditor had identified an over pay of
Employee’s pension contributions with 6.5% being deducted as opposed
to 5.8%. She had also recommended contacting the Parkinson Partnership
who deal specifically with Local Authority VAT advice. This would be of
benefit as the Community Hub project proceeds. A number of Wokingham
Clerks have used their service.

RESOLVED:

all payments were approved,;

the annual governance statement and annual accounting statement for
2025/26 were signed by the Chair;

the Clerk to confirm that correct Employee pension contributions of 5.8%
be made in all following payments; and



the Clerk to contact the Parkinson Partnership for VAT advice.

9734 Friends of St Nicholas — proposed Church Hill footpath

The Chair welcomed Mark Say from the Friends of St Nicholas, along with
landowners Chris James and Rachel Sanderson (representing the Sanderson
Family).

Mr Say updated Members with regards to the proposed footpath along Church
Hill. He confirmed that WBC had determined that planning permission was not
required. As a collaboration, the four landowners whose land the path would pass
through (The Martineau Trust, Chris James, the Sanderson Family and St.
Nicholas Church), were in strong agreement that the path should be made. The
Sanderson Family has proposed that their land be sold to the Parish Council for a
peppercorn rent of £1. It has been a long held aspiration, since purchasing the
property in 1976, for a safe pathway to be made.

Mr Say confirmed that the process would now be to commission a land surveyor
so enabling deeds to be re-written. Contracts would be hopefully put out to tender
between July and September 2026 with fundraising being promoted through the
Hurst Show and the first edition of the Friends of St Nicholas magazine.

They sought support from the Parish Council to enable the process to proceed in
principle. Mr Say asked if Members had any questions.

Councillor Boyd felt that the project should be committed to, subject to legal due
diligence. Councillor Robinson asked what consideration had been made as this
is an area of special character. He had particular concerns about the look and
feel of the pathway and associated fencing. Miss Sanderson confirmed that there
was likely to be little vegetation clearance.

Mr Say offered for Members to walk the proposed pathway if that would be of help
and would circulate suggested times.

Mr James thanked the Parish Council for their support of what he believed would
be a great community asset.

RESOLVED:

Members agreed, in principle, to the proposed pathway and gave their support,
subject to further detail being provided;

Mr Say to circulate proposed dates and times so enabling Members to walk the
proposed pathway;

Mr Say to attend the October 2026 meeting of the Parish Council to provide an
update; and

The associated costs relating to the proposed pathway would be considered by
Members in January 2027 when the Parish Council budget is set.



9735 Community Hub Update
Councillor Robinson confirmed that the Scouts have now vacated the existing
Scout Hut along with their equipment. Quotes are now being sought for the hut’s
demolition. Building Regulations have not yet been submitted.

Two assessments are required — a Health and Safety Assessment and a Fire Risk
Assessment, costing £1000 and £350 respectively.

RESOLVED: Members agreed expenditure of £1350 in respect of the Health and
Safety and Fire Risk assessments.

9736 Correspondence

Digging of Ditches in the Parish

Councillor Boyd asked for his thanks to be noted in respect of the work
undertaken by Chris James reinstating various ditches in the Village.

9738 Information Reports

There were none to report.

The meeting ended at 8.26 p.m.



