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ST. NICHOLAS HURST PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL
HELD IN ST NICHOLAS CE PRIMARY SCHOOL, HURST
ON TUESDAY 3RP FEBRUARY 2026 AT 7.30 p.m.
PRESENT: Councillors Curry (in the Chair),
Boyd, Eastaugh, Ewart, Kendall, Openshaw,
Percival and Smith.

OFFICERS: Mrs Maria Bradshaw, (Clerk).

PUBLIC: Three Members of the Public.

Public Forum

The Chair welcomed the public and confirmed there were no questions in the
public forum.

Councillor Brian Thomas

The Chair started the meeting sharing the sad news of the recent passing of
Councillor Brian Thomas. Brian had been actively involved in the Parish for many
years playing a role on both the Neighbourhood Planning Working Group and,
more recently, the Parish Council representing Ashridge Ward. The Chair
confirmed that his calm manner and knowledge would be very greatly missed.

Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received from Councillor Robinson.

Declarations of Interest

There were none to declare.

Vacancies on the Parish Council

The Chair confirmed that a vacancy now exists on the Parish Council,
representing Ashridge Ward. ldeally it would be good for this role to be filled by a
resident of this ward. The Clerk confirmed that it would be advertised via the
usual channels.
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Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on the 6™ January 2026 were approved.

Matters arising

There were no matters arising.

Borough Councillor Update

The Chair welcomed Borough Councillor Andrea to the meeting. His key updates
were:

Progress of the Local Plan Examination

The Local Plan has now passed the first stage of examination by the Inspectors.
Stage 2 examination hearings take place between March and June 2026.

Local government three-year finance settlement

Despite the financial challenges faced by the Borough Council, a balanced budget
has been produced.

Twyford Station parking

The Wokingham Borough Council (WBC) and Borough Councillors continue to
work with GWR to find a solution to the ongoing parking difficulties around the
station. There is no easy solution. Yellow lines will go on various parts of the
Hurst Road within the next two months.

National Flood Management Programme

WBC has applied for a grant to tackle the flood problem around Stanlake.

Borough Councillor Andrea left the meeting at 7.44pm to enable planning to be
discussed.

Planning Applications

Members discussed the applications attached to these Minutes. They had no
adverse comments pertaining to applications 260024, 260026 and 253069. They
objected to applications 253113 and 252934. Application 252547 was still being
reviewed.



RESOLVED: the Clerk to communicate comments to WBC.

Borough Councillor Andrea returned to the room at 7.49pm.

9668 Community Hub Update

In Councillor Robinson’s absence, the Chair of the Martineau Trust had provided
updated plans for the community hub. These had been circulated to Councillors
for consideration. Discussions were held regarding the location and size of the

rooms, the toilets and storage.

RESOLVED: the Clerk to feed comments back to the Chair of the Martineau Trust
and invite him to the next meeting of the Parish Council in March to provide further
updates. In Councillor Robinson’s absence, the Chair of the Martineau Trust will

be asked to liaise directly with the Clerk.

9669 Finance
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The following accounts were presented for approval this month:

Feb-26

Previous Balance
The following accounts are presented for approval this month:

Ref Expenditure - Payee
11.1 ICO (annual registration)
11.2 SSE (School Rd)
11.3 SCS (grounds maintenance)
11.4 Castle Water (allotments)
11.5 5G (telephone)
11.6 SSE (Phone box)
11.7 Annual Play Inspections (new equipment Davis Street)
11.8 Tactical Facilities Management (dog waste removal)
11.9 M Bradshaw Salary (August)
(Income Tax)
(National Insurance)
(Pension)
Office
11.10 LGPS (Employee pension £122.60 + Employer pension £513.02)
11.11 HMRC (Employee's Income Tax £143 + Employee's NI £67.05 +Employer's NI £220.36)
Total Expenditure

Income

National Lottery Funding
Dunt Lane rent

Cash back

Total Income

Revised balance c/f

RESOLVED: all payments were approved.

Approval of Policies

£

1886.09
-143.00

-67.05
-122.60

40.00

RESOLVED: the following policies were approved:

Complaints policy;

Main Fund CiL*
69434.02 217161.66

52.00
279.84
905.02

88.59

46.15
270.16
354.00
251.32

1593.44
635.62
430.41

Neighbourhood Lodge Rd

Planning
-5027.62

Appeal Total
1442.29 283010.35

4906.55 0.00

14850.00
80.00
0.09

0.00

0.00  4906.55

14930.09 0.00

0.00

0.00 14930.09

79457.56 217161.66

-5027.62

1442.29 293033.89




9671

Data privacy statement;

Data protection policy;

Social media policy;

Protocol for reporting at meetings;
Public participation at meetings;
Staff grievance policy;

Grants policy; and

Publication scheme.

Correspondence

Hurst Christmas

The Clerk confirmed that the St. Nicholas Church were very receptive to
amalgamating the Christmas Fair with St Nicholas Night to provide “Hurst
Christmas”. The day will take place on Saturday 5" December 2026 with the
usual Christmas fair being held in the village halls in the afternoon, followed by
festivities in School Road Playpark in the evening. Local businesses have been
invited to attend in the evening and set up stall selling their produce. The village
Christmas tree will be lit in the evening.

National Lottery Funding

The Clerk was pleased to report that £14,850 had been received from the National
Lottery and this had funded the new climbing frame in Davis Street Playpark. The
unit is now safety inspected and open to the public for use. Feedback on social
media has been very positive. Councillor Openshaw suggested that the Parish
Council promotes Davis Street Playpark as a quieter area for play for those
children who find larger playparks overwhelming.

New dashboard for Planning and CIL

The Clerk confirmed that she now has access, along with Borough Councillors, to
the new dashboard produced by WBC. The dashboard allows searching of
applications, along with s106 and CIL monies and provides a one stop look up
facility.

Hurst Show

Councillor Percival had previously circulated a paper suggesting that the focus of
the Parish Council stand at the Hurst Show could be Personal and Community
Resilience. Members supported this idea and the Clerk agreed to speak with the
Emergency Planning team at WBC to see if they could offer and help and
literature.
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There were none to report.

The meeting ended at 8.25 p.m.



